Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.054; wR factor = 0.158; data-to-parameter ratio = 20.7.
The two molecules in the asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 13 H 16 O 2 , form dimers through O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonding, resulting in R 2 2 (8) rings. Each carboxyl O atom is involved in interamolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming five-membered rings. There exist dissimilar dihedral angles within the two molecules, for example the carboxylate and isopropyl groups make dihedral angles of 59.6 (4) and 71.7 (3) in the two molecules. There are no intermolecular interactions. 
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). ceutical for high blood pressure and stroke prevention and possess antitumour activity (Hertog et al., 1995) .
The crystal structure of 3-(4-Bromophenyl)-2-methylacrylic acid (Muhammad et al., 2007) 
Compound (I) was prepared according to the reported procedure in literature (Muhammad et al., 2007) . A mixture of 4-isopropylbenzaldehyde (10 mmol, 1.51 ml), methylmalonic acid (2.36 g, 20 mmol) and piperidine (20 mmol, 1.98 ml) in pyridine (12.5 ml) solution was heated on a steam-bath for 24 h. The reaction mixture was cooled and added to a mixture of 25 ml of concentrated HCl and 50 g of ice. The precipitate formed in the acidified mixture was filtered off and washed with ice-cold water. The product was recrystallized from ethanol. The yield was 80%.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically, with C-H = 0.93, and 0.96 Å for aromatic and methyl H, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, while the coordinates of all other H-atoms were refined. The H-atoms were treated as isotropic with U iso (H) = xU eq (C,O), where x = 1.5 for methyl H, and x = 1.2 for all other H atoms. 
